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Editorial 
Hello dear reader, 

It took some time and organisation. But finally, here it is. Our first edition of the ,,Cononect Chro-

nicle’’.  It ‘ll show the highlights and main objectives of the first exchange we held in March 2016. 

This exchange was held in Ostend Belgium, with four participating partnerschools fully present: 

Möckelngymnaset Karlskoga (Sweden), Burdur Cumhuriyet Anadolu Lyceum (Turkey), 6th Junior 

Highschool Larissa (Greece) and the hosting school Koninklijk Atheneum Ostend. 

You will read about the projects they worked out, all handling with the themes of the preservati-

on and revaluation or restoration of natural and cultural heritage in our countries. The acro-

nym ,,CONONECT’’ stands for CONected ON NaturE and CulTural heriTage. Students and tea-

ching staff hope you’ll enjoy our work. 

This month the project experiences its second exchange in Karlskoga during the third week of 

October. Just like in Ostend twenty students of the four partnerschools come together to work on 

projects concerning sustainable energy and recycling. The second edition of our newsletter will 

mainly deal with the results of their research. If you enjoy our work, please help us to  spread the 

Cononect Chronicle by copying the link on your social network, your blogsite or  by sharing it on 

your  wall. 

October 2016, 1st edition 

Our main story:  one of the endange-

red cultural heritage sites: the  East-

bank of the Ostend harbour.  

Read more on p. 6 and 7. 



 

 

STATION I N OSTEND   

Designed by A. Dujardin.  

Owner in the 19th century: Georges Marquet. 

It used to be called: Villa Rosenda. 

Lower floor: neo-renaissance style with Italian inspirati-

on. 

First floor: neo-baroque. 

Second floor: neo-classicisme. 

Third floor: Flemish neo-Renaissance style    

(Altagracia Frankers 

and Debby Florens) 

 

 

 

Students designed two touristical circuits through 
the Ostend city center. They compared the urbanistic situation of some monu-
ments now and then. During the exchange they functioned as a touristical guide 
for their colleagues. 

Ostend during the ,,bel e poque’’ 

VILLA MARITZA  
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Thermae Palace is a Belgian luxury hotel. 

Located on the coastline of Ostend. Built by 

King Leopold II. Thermal baths are designed 

by André-Louis Daniëls. 

Palais des Thermes“  

was opened on June 28, 

1933. 

The building consisted 

out of a pool that was 

filled with daily seawa-

ter, the thermal baths & 

a thermal Institute.  

In 2002, the building 

was designated a pro-

tected monument of 

protected heritage sites. 

In 2008, the hotel celebrated his seventy-fifth 

birthday. (Lies Lycke/Sophie Beernaert)

THIS IS HOW IT USED TO BE…THIS IS HOW IT IS NOW… 

THIS IS HOW IT USED TO BE…

OUR NEW STATION…IN THE FUTURE!

,,De Belgische kust is in menig opzicht 

foeilelijk, zoals heel België in menig 

opzicht foeilelijk is. Maar het is een 

land vol contrasten en uitersten. Zo 

ook de kust. Terwijl je één oog dicht-

knijpt voor het lelijke, blijf je met het 

andere oog erg mooie dingen ontdek-

ken, zoals, om maar iets te noemen, 

de zee.’’  

 

(Erik de Kuyper, auteur-cineast) 



 

 

BATHING MACHINES  & BATHING SUITS 
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BEACH CULTURE IN OSTEND: 
NOW AND THEN
FEBE DECLERCK

YANE POPPE
AXANA LEFEBVRE

19th century hotspots: the casino

◦ Then: Now:

The seawall: the ,,flaneur’’ wants to
be seen or to see, that’s the
question…

In SUMMER: 
q-beach house

Beachparty: Ostend beach



 

 

Our students worked as 
social activists 

In adopting an endangered monu-

ment or piece of nature our stu-

dents also learned to behave as 

activists. 

After some walks through the town 

they decided to make a study 

about the different leisure possibi-

lities for young people in the town 

center. In recent years the city 

council is expelling youth out of 

the city center. The city council 

wants to keep Ostend attractive 

mainly for older and rich people, 

buying an apartment or  enjoying 

their pension. A lively and vivid 

nightlife is seen as a hindrance for 

this.   

Two important examples of this 

policy are the need to have a big-

ger partyroom in het city. Now 

parties are banned from the center 

and removed to the Hangar 1 

(harbour zone) or the Wellington 

Hippodrome, both locations are far 

away from the center. 

The same happened with the old 

filmtheaters in the towncenter, 

who closed one after another. The 

project of the redestination of the 

Rialto Cinema in the Langestraat is 

an example of how the city council 

tries to reclaim the entertainment 

district ,,Petit Montmartre’’ in 

Ostend. 

 

Youthclubs, surfing, arts and nightlife... 

Young people who want to meet each other, 

can do this  anywhere in Ostend. Outside, and 

in the heart of the center of the city. You have 

that possibility. It’s a really cosy place where 

you can drink something and meet other 

people. You can play games and just hang out. 

Better than hang out on the streets. 

 

The surfclub: It’s a place right on the beach 

where people can combine surfing, beach 

activities, water activities with chilling. You 

can eat and drink something There are lots of 

parties in the summer. 

There is a skatepark outdoor and a skatepark 

indoor.  

KUNSTGRAS is a place for the people that love 

to be creative and making art! It’s a way to 

develop yourself artistically. (AGE = 15-30 

year). 

For organizing parties  you are better off  out 

of the city center:  Tip: HANGAAR 1 was  

haunted for a long time. Now everything is 

alright and they use it  for parties/events.  It 

has a capacity  for 650  people. 

The city wants to give their youth (AGE 16-18) 

the opportunity to discover the city and free 

time possibilities. Every person who is/

becomes 16-17-18 gets 16 ENTREEcheques 

worth 1 EURO/each. 

 

Zoë Sotiau 
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,,To convert the old cinema-theater into an experimental studioroom or audiovi-
sual lab for young people where they can try out video, performance, installati-
ons, sound, decors, would be a good idea, because this is missing in Ostend.’’ 

Cinema Capitole  

In 1957 it was opened for public. The cinema was a niche in the Langestraat. There was room 

for 900 film lovers . Of which 300 were able to take a seat on the balcony of the teater. The 

rooms had airconditioning + accommodation for a brasserie-tavern with a huge beer cellar. 

,,First vision’’ cinema: mainly blockbusters. 

The cinema closed its doors in 1987. Higher safety standards called for a great investment  

which the owner  wasn’t able to bring up: bankrupt. Also cinema visitors stayed away because 

of the rise of the video film/house cinema. 

Future plans? 

There are still small exhibitions done in Cine Capitole:  ex.: ,,The Sea’’ exhibition of modern art, 

a tribute to Jan Hoet:  Projections of work of video artists: ,,The Arc of Ascent’’ by Bill Viola; 

Plans for an indoor children’s playground with climbing walls and speleo-kits. 

1926 -> Joseph Vanhakendover  

In 1928 -> cinemacomplex.  

Official opening -> July 6,1928 with the movie 

'La sirene des tropiques'.  

The proceeds was donated to a charity. 

On 20 December 1929 was the first talking film 

screened. 

The cinema empire grew with throbbingnames 

as Cordso, Metro, Paris,… 

Between 1960 and 1980 the other cinemas 

disappeared. 

The cinema remained in the hands of the Van-

hakendover family, until October 9 2012. 

Building permit-> Back of the cinema some 

assistance residences for young and old. 

Losing hope? At the frontside of the street it is 

still not clear, what will happen in the future. 
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Cinema Monuments and  
their new destination: Langestraat, Ostend.  

Cinema Rialto ? Lots of discussions... 

In the facade a huge  bas-reliëf by artists Poppe 

en Van Severen (Bruges), inspired by the  Holly-

woodmovie Ben Hur (1959). 

Photograph under: 

Young ecologists camping in front 

of the cinema. ,,Another destinati-

on of the Rialto is more appropria-

te.’’ 



 

 

,,LET’S SAVE OUR MARITIME HERITAGE!  
OSTEND COULD DO MORE THAN THIS...’’ 

OSTEND _  With our gueststudents we orga-

nised a visit on the historical important East-

bank of the Ostend harbour. There we met  

Willy  Versluys, president of the Belgica– 

committee . He is  an experienced saviour of 

old and forgotten maritime heritage.  ,,We 

should do more than just abandoning the 

Eastbank as a playground for building project 

developers,’’ he says. 

 

How did you get interested in maritime heri-

tage? 

Versluys: ,,I studied engineering and professi-

onally I am a ship owner. So I have always 

been interested in shipping and vessels. It 

must have been started more than 30 years 

ago, I guess.’’ 

 

 

What was your first project in the conservati-

on of maritime heritage? 

Versluys: ,,It’ s a big project. It’s about 

the ,,Belgica’’, the ship on which Adrien de 

Gerlache passed the winter in 1879 on Antarc-

tica, together with Roald Amundsen, who was 

the first to reach the South Pole several years 

later. The ship was built in Frederikshavn 

(Norway) and in history it finally returned to 

Norway. It is on the bottom of a fjord in Brur-

vika, 20 fathom deep, sunk by  German bombs 

during the Second World War. So it won’t be 

easy for the Belgica Genootschap to bring it 

up.’’ 

 

As being involved in the fishing business also 

the history of fishery at our coast is impor-

tant for you? 

Versluys: ,,Of course, this brings us tot he 

story of the O.129 Amandine. Belgian fisher-

men were the last to catch fish in the seas 

around Iceland. Such a trip lasted for twenty 

days and it was a hard living. Because of the 

low prices for cod and the fuel crisis the Ice-

landic fisheries got out of the market. The 

Amandine was the last Belgian European 

vessel going out for Iceland; and it was built in 

Ostend by Panesi. Now it is a museum vessel. 

It was a fight to get it recognised like that, find 

a place for it was another fight. But ultimately 

we got a lot of European money to redevelop 

it as museum vessel.’’ 

But your newest project is to protect and 

restore one of the last wooden fishing ves-

sels of the Belgian coast? 

Versluys: ,,Yes, at the whole Belgian coast 

there are left only four of them. The ,,Siol’’ is 

the oldest of the four. Of course there is alrea-

dy the Crangon (the ex-Z.582) which is used as 

shrimp fishing vessel for tourists. It’s also a 

wooden vessel and by means of some minimal 

changes (stairs instead of a ladder) we can 

engage tourists to go on sea for a half day (3, 

4 hours in the morning or in the afternoon), 

depending on the tide. Each tourist gets his 

kilogram of brown shrimps, cooked on board, 

and caught by only sustainable fishing me-

thods, without disturbing the sea bottom. You 

can find our ship on the eastern bank of the 

Ostend port channel. We are moored near the 

Lange Nelle lighthouse, where you can easily 

embark and debark. Our shrimp fishing vessel 

is equipped in the traditional manner so as to 

allow you to experience how Flemish fisher-

men used to practise otter board fishing with 

side trawlers. The shrimps are sorted, washed, 

boiled and then cooled down as quickly as 

possible by your hands. We reach three re-

sults at a time: the people see how we catch 

their delicacies. We get publicity for our pro-

duct and we keep this wooden vessel alive. 

We are saving maritime heritage; but of cour-

se you also need a crew for the maintenance 

of the boat and you must be able to give them 

an income.’’  

http://www.belgica-genootschap.be/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=u9InaSMktjM 

 

http://www.crangon.be/homeENG.htm 
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On our way to the Eastbank: 

This little  ferryboat, called after the Flemish 

painter Roger Raveel, brings us to the East-

bank. 

Hendrik Baelskaai: 

Building project developers want to make 

profit of the maritime site by building huge 

apartment blocks, which are completely 

destroying the historical character  of the  

environment. A second Europe center is 

planned: the Ensortower, which will count 34 

levels! The civil movement Oostendse Ooster-

oever is regularly contesting those megalo-

manic  plans, but without much success.  

http://www.oostendseoosteroever.be/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9InaSMktjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9InaSMktjM
http://www.belgica-genootschap.be/
http://www.crangon.be/homeENG.htm
http://www.belgica-genootschap.be/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9InaSMktjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9InaSMktjM
http://www.crangon.be/homeENG.htm
http://www.oostendseoosteroever.be/


 

 

Do you have the same goal with the Siol? 

Versluys: ,,The Siol O.225 can be the first recognised maritime heritage by law. But of course a 

lot of money is needed to restore it. Eight years ago it was still fishing. The owner sold it, be-

cause he wanted to make a trip around the world with the money he got from it. I bought i 

tand brought it to Ostend. During a storm it went down. It cost a lot of money to get it above 

water; it weighs 120 ton. Only to fix the vessel and do the proces of ,,kalefaten’’ (= to caulk the 

wooden boat) takes 50.000 Euro, only to be able to put it in the water again. But you also have 

to install safety pumps. So we put it on the shore. We got the message of the town council to 

take it away. But there is no other place where we can restore it, unless the slipways of the 

shipyard Seghers who are still on the Eastbank. It’s a shame that our city council only listens to 

big building project developers and doesn’t care about the history of the Ostend harbour. The 

ship is only an annoying obstacle  fort hem. The Eastbank is full of history, with the haring 

fisheries, the Spanis-Dutch war in the 17th century, when the roofs of the houses in Ostend 

were covered 

with gold. We 

even had our own 

East Indian Com-

pany, only for ten 

years, but we had 

it. Ostend has a 

rich maritime 

history and even a 

little bit 2nd 

World War with 

the story of the 

Vindictive. We 

have to care for it 

for the next gen-

erations.’’ 

 

The Siol 
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Willy Versluys is explaining our students why and how our maritime heritage can be kept 

alive. 

The Crangon 

The shipyard Seghers with a slip-

way, where the Siol could be resto-

red. 

 

 

 

 

Interview and photographs: 

Tim Devaere, Louis  Artois, Romy 

Bonny, Iris Casselman,  

Patrick Ghyselen 



Tomato stuffed with brown shrimps à la 

belge: 500 gr. Brown shrimps; 8 big 

tomatoes from your garden; mayonaise; 

parcel; salt & pepper. Serve with belgian 

frites and green salad. 

The North Sea shrimp belongs to the family of Crangonidae, or sand shrimps. This family of ra-

ther small, relatively dark shrimps occurs in cold and moderate regions, mainly in the northern 

hemisphere. All across the globe there are about 1,950 different shrimp families, 300 of which 

are used for consumption.  

The North Sea shrimp is intensively caught in Northwest Europe. With an annual supply of 25 up 

to 35,000 tonnes, the North Sea shrimp is one of the ten most commercially important shrimp 

species. The average length of the North Sea shrimp is 5 to 7 centimetres; it has a transparent 

body and a dun colour. The shrimp can reach an age of three years.  

The North Sea shrimp not only differs in colour and size from the other species offered in the fish 

shops. The taste of the 'pink' shrimps imported from abroad is less pronounced. The small size of 

the North Sea shrimp makes peeling difficult. The intensive peeling process naturally influences 

the price.  

The North Sea shrimp is mainly found 

on sand and sand mud bottoms in shal-

low coastal waters: in the summer close 

to the coast, where the sun has warmed 

up the water; in the winter months 

further in the sea, in areas that have not 

yet cooled off. During the day the 

shrimp buries itself in the sand, so that 

only the eyes and antennae stick out. At 

night it takes on a darker colour and 

sets off in search of food (algae, snails and all kinds of vegetable food). Shrimps are caught during 

the entire year, with clear peaks in April/May and in the autumn months.  

Source: http://www.crangon.be/crangonENG.htm 

 

,,If you buy your peeled shrimps in the supermarket: you 
buy a Dutch package of 90% preservatives and 10% 
shrimps.’’                                                (Willy VERSLUYS) 

Our ideas about  
a possible reconversion of the Siol 

RICHES OF OUR NORTHSEA:  
THE BROWN SHRIMP 
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Youth hostel Bar

Rentable trailer Monument

The  social activist: 

gets the attention of the community, 

local politicians for a historical monu-

ment in decay, in order to give it a new 

destination, life…  

How? 

Repurposing a monument of cultural 

heritage: renovating and finding a new 

destination for it. 

Finding the different social actors invol-

ved: owner, habitants, local politicians-

Finding a solution for an unused, 

wooden fishing boat (one of the last 

remaining)… 

The Boat ,,Siol’’: 

One of the last wooden fishing boats on 

the Belgian coast; 

Is left rotting on a dock 

Owned by a private owner. 

The problem: 

No license to stay there; 

Decaying as we speak; 

Doesn’t get the attention it deserves, 

from local authorities. 



 

EXPERIENCING TRADITIONAL FISHING METHODS 
ON BROWN SHRIMPS IN THE NORTHSEA 
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Thanks to: http://www.horizon-

educatief.be/openaanbod/sessies/



INTERNATIONAL PRESS REVIEWS ABOUT CONONECT 
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Alva’s diary: 

Paulina’s movie: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=7vIxXGM7JQg 

http://www.kizoa.com/Video-Maker/

d37153303k1470855o1/diaporama%20kizoa  (Emine Cag) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vIxXGM7JQg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vIxXGM7JQg
http://www.kizoa.com/Video-Maker/d37153303k1470855o1/diaporama%20kizoa
http://www.kizoa.com/Video-Maker/d37153303k1470855o1/diaporama%20kizoa
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https://patrickghyselen.wordpress.com/european-school/3d-of-march-22th-of-march-2016/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsPFG9nnwUY&feature=share 

A glimpse of Burdur, to be visited during one 
of the next exchanges, by Muharrem Nurcan: 

 

 Redaction committee 

 

Louis Artois, Sophie Beernaert,  

Romy Bonny, Yoshi Bousse,  Iris 

Casselman,  Tim Devaere, Roan 

Gevaert, Louise Hagers,  Kain 

Ide, Lies Lycke, Hendrika 

Scholtmeijer Ewomazino, Keana 

Stockmans, Aï scha Swinnen,  

Max Vangeel, Anissa Vercnocke,  

Carine Dergeloo, Patrick 

Ghyselen. 

4XWood in Karlskoga and Ostend: church and shipyard 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsPFG9nnwUY&feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KsPFG9nnwUY&feature=share
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